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Nicodemus – Pharisee – Religious leader
	Comes to ask Jesus questions in the cover of night (why?)
	Didn’t want the other Pharisees/Committee on Ministry to know his ?’s

He has evidence that he thinks Jesus might be sent from God
	I imagine him as the kind of religious leader who is more concerned about following God than about meeting the approval of his fellow Pharisees – but it still scares him
	Do his questions make him a heretic in his group?

Because I look at this passage, as a religious leader from a different time and place, and I have questions I wouldn’t necessarily want the Committee on Ministry to know that I am asking.

I have questions about this passage, doubts maybe even, so let’s take a look at those under the semi-protected cover of Ashland Presbyterian Church. It’s not night – time, but we can go to Jesus for a few minutes this morning and see what he has to say maybe “apart from” the Book of Order, or other Presbyterian type documents, right?

TEXT /QUESTIONS

Are these questions with “right” answers? Ummm… 
		Carson Rhyne may know the Presbyterian form of government well enough to have certain expectations for ministers.
	The Committee on Ministry probably has a range of “acceptable” answers even if they aren’t exactly asking for folks to fill in bubble sheets to be marked accordingly.	
	Jesus, not so much, he is the one being asked, and he isn’t spelling it out for us. 


So put yourself in Nicodemus’ place… what can you do with the answers Jesus gives?
 You can – go back to your group of Pharisees for answers because Jesus was too confusing. From the tradition, you may get answers with greater certainty attached.
You can – deny what you thought to be true about Jesus. His answers are just too weird and your religion isn’t working either – so you can become skeptical about any religious truth.
OR you can – go to Jesus, again and again, under the darkness of night, or by the light of day and keep asking questions. Jesus thought pretty highly of Nicodemus to give him such broad-spectrum answers. It’s what, in the far eastern traditions, might be called a koan. A Koan is a question given to you by a religious teacher that may have many, many layers of meaning, and it may become your personal question to work on – even for a lifetime. 

Kind of makes you wonder what happened to Nicodemus.
I like him. I like that he’s bold with Jesus about his questions. 
I like that he is willing to question the church’s authority IF it means that he might discover something new about what God is doing in the world. 


John 3:1-21  (About US…)
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘Y’all must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? [Duh!]
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet y’all do not receive our testimony. If I have told y’all about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell y’all about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.


(What about others?)
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

What does it mean to be born from above/born again?
What does it mean to have eternal life?
	Did Jesus have to die for us to receive it?
What about people who don’t believe in him (Jesus)?
	What about people who do bad things?
