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Upcoming Events

e Oct. 6—8:30 AM
CROP Walk; 2PM
Sandi Goehring’s

Ordination
e Oct. 7— World
Communion Sun-

day; Peace &
Global Witness

Offering

e Oct.9—I1 AM
PW Circle

e Oct. [14—12:15PM
Session Meeting

e Oct. 20—9 AM
Clean Up Day

e Oct. 25—Mothers
in Ministry, 9:30 —
Il AM

o Oct. 26-27—
Women’s Retreat

Pastor’s Page

“Too heavy to carry . .. Too real to hide . . . Too deep to
undo”
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Friends,

There’s a prayer of confession that I think sets the standard for
all other prayers of confession that we say together in worship.
You may recognize the stanzas from it above. Our sins are too
heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Those
words are exactly the words that remind me what sin feels like.
Sin is a burden, a shameful and all too public secret, and this
prayer reminds me that the things I’ve done that were hurtful to
others cannot be simply taken back. All of us have these mo-
ments in our lives — the ones that cannot so easily be glossed
over.

But there is a spiritual way to move on after messing up. It in-
volves, you guessed it, asking for forgiveness. Forgive what our
lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and
what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Believe it
or not, this feeling of fear and guilt over wrongs that we’ve done
is a gift — it is a gift that makes us want to do better so that our
relationships can be renewed. It’s far greater a problem to deny
our sin or cover it up than to admit to our own wrongdoings.
And yet, it seems as though we are living through a time when
public confession is way out of style. Public figures seem to be
doing crazy mental gymnastics to try and make their mess ups
disappear. That’s not how it works. Only seeing sin for what it is
in the full light of day can make for a true experience of forgive-
ness. That’s the only way to release one’s own consuming fire of

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
judgment. Otherwise that fire will continue to burn and burn.

Then the prayer ends with lines that pave the pathway to serenity, Set us free from a
past we cannot change, open us to a future in which we can be changed; and grant us
grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image. The past is the past. The
future is yet unknown. But God’s grace can be present with us in each and every pass-
ing moment. The way to grow in God’s grace is to be open to a future where when we
know better, we do better. That’s the calling toward spiritual maturity and inner
growth.

Acknowledging the pain caused by sin, feeling personal remorse and desire for for-
giveness, and asking God to open us to the possibilities of a new future — that’s a prac-
tice that sets the standard for confession in the church and hopefully in my own heart.
So, whether or not we see confession held up in the public square, we will practice it
in church. Our openness to having a change of heart is what will actually change the
future. When our desire to grow in grace and gratitude becomes more important than
power, or pride, or prestige — then God’s likeness and image will be noticed - in us.

Peace and love and forgiveness be yours — now and always.

Pastor Kerra

Meet Our New Seminary Intern Caitlin Hahn

Hello! My name is Caitlin Hahn and I am so thankful for the opportunity to be your
seminary intern this year! I am a Henrico County native and a William and Mary
graduate. I am in my fourth and final year of the combined Masters of Divinity and
Masters of Christian Education program at Union. I have a lot of experience working
with kids and youth, which I'm excited to use at APC! I’'m also looking forward to
gaining experience in the areas of worship leadership, adult education, and pastoral
care. Ilook forward to getting to know all of you! If you see me around, please come
and introduce yourself! Also, please feel free to contact me via email at Cait-
lin.Hahn@upsem.edu or via text or phone call at 804-405-9818. Thank you for wel-
coming me into your community so warmly! Blessings, Caitlin

Intern Updates: Ellis Ruth Bowman, daughter of Megan and Andrew Bowman, was
baptized September 23. The Bowman’s are getting settled into temporary housing.
Andrew officially begins his pastorate with Somerset Presbyterian in Somerset, Ken-
tucky on October 8. A date for his ordination has not been set yet. Amanda Hill is now
officially the Chaplain at WV A University Hospital in Morgantown, WVA.
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Usher and Greeter Schedule
GREETERS USHERS COMMUNION | COMMUNION | LITURGIST | FLOWERS
ELDERS PREP &
CLEANUP
10/07/18 | S. Hender- | S. Henderson, M. | S. & D. Mon- | K. Basilio, C. C. Hahn
son Summerson col, C. Schutte, Schutte
M. Summer-
son
10/14/18 | L. Herring K. Basilio, B. C. Hahn dJ. Tate
Mathes REMEMBER, If you cannot
serve, please find a re-
10/21/18 B. Mathes S. & D. MOnCOl placement and Zeave a mes- L. Herring
sage on the office phone,
10/28/18 | S. Moncol R. English, , C. & 798—5@:‘3 p
Phillips, C. )
Schutte, M. Sum-
merson
11/04/18 | D. Moncol | C. Sthreshley, J. | L. Allison, K. S. Hender- C. Hahn
Tate & R. Cole, J. | son, K. Pugh
Tate
New Add ress (Continued from page 4)
York. Returning to Syria she became the di-
Debbie Moncol rector of the women’s program for the Middle
6708 Ridgedale Court East Council of Churches. She is active in
Glen Allen 23059 ecumenical and interfaith activities and is a

(H) 364-7153 (C) 757-477-7463,
dgmonc@yverizon.net.

Happy Birthday to:

October

3 Jane Glazebrook
13 Larry Hasbrouck ”L
14 Charles Sthreshley ¢
17 Karen Hasbrouck
29  Caroline Schutte

noted authority on the church in the Middle
East and the role of women.
Since the outbreak of civil war in Syria,
Mikhael has been interpreting the conse-
quences of this global tragedy for the Syrian
and Lebanese people, particularly the Chris-
tian communities, as she serves with the Na-
tional Evangelical Synod of Syria and Leba-
% non.
‘ NOTE: The largest public event at which
Mary will speak will be at Bon Air Presbyte-
rian on Monday, October 1, at 7 pm. Let’s
make plans for carpooling from APC for the
evening. Contact Delores Dunn if interested.
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XA¥ ° .
S Speed Reading the Bible
* U2 *¥ I suspect most of you have read the Bible at some point. You may not

sunda have known that when you turned the page from the last page of the Old
Testament to the first page of the New Testament that you traveled over

30“00 400 years.

— We are exploring that 400-year gap each Sunday morning this Fall dur-
ing our Adult Sunday School hour. We will discuss many aspects of that period in-
cluding the geo-political changes and the changing relationship between Jews and
Gentiles taking place.

Join us as we study what happened between the last page of Malachi and the first
page of Matthew each Sunday at 9:30 in Lancaster Hall. — Roger Cole
Schedule of classes for young people for October through December will be as fol-
lows:
¢ First Sunday - Music with Annette Shuff
¢ Second Sunday - Joining God at Work in the World - lllustrated Children's Min-
istry of art and story
¢ Third and Fourth Sundays - Spiritual Formation with Caitlin Hahn
¢ December 30 - TBD

Please consider joining us at 9:30 in the Lancaster building
on Sunday mornings.
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Mark Your
Calendars!

i3im |

CROP HUNGER WALK

Saturday, October 6
at Carter Park.
Registration 8:30 a.m., walk
begins at 9:00 a.m. A portion
of donations will go to ACES.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS

World Communion Sunday
October 7, 2018

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering en-
ables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice across the world. In-
dividual congregations are encouraged to utilize up
to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global
witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an ad-
ditional 25% for ministries of peace and reconcilia-
tion. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian
Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in
cultures of violence, including our own, through col-
laborative projects of education and Christian wit-

International Peacemaker to Discuss Syrian %/
Refugee Crisis at Union Seminary I

Dr. Mary Mikhael, a native of Syria, will visit Union Presbyterian
Seminary in Richmond October 3, 2018, to address the growing hu-
manitarian crisis and the challenges that religious groups face as they
seek to bring hope, peace, and reconciliation in this war-torn region. e

More than 350,000 people have died and 11 million have been forced to leave their
homes since the Syrian conflict began in 2011, according to the Presbyterian Mission.
Mikhael has first-hand knowledge of the church's response to this crisis through advo-
cacy and humanitarian aid.

Mikhael recently served as president of the Near East School of Theology in Beirut,
the first woman to serve in this capacity in any seminary in the Middle East. A Presby-
terian, born to Greek Orthodox parents in Syria, she is a 1982 graduate of the Presby-
terian School of Christian Education in Richmond (now Union Presbyterian Semi-
nary). She earned her doctorate in education at Columbia University in New

(Continued on page 5)

ness.
PW Circle
Presbyterian Women are pleased to announce that Debbie Moncol is our ‘:s p
new Moderator. Debbie comes from Virginia Beach where she was a A4
member of Kings Grant Presbyterian Church and Thalia Trinity Presbyte- o=
rian Church, where she served as Moderator. Please welcome Debbie at PRESEYTERIAN
our October 9th Circle, which will be in the Church Parlor at 11:00. Gin- WOMEN

ger Young will lead Lesson 2
dessert and beverages will be

: God with Us in Our Uncertainty. Bring a sandwich -
provided. —Linda Allison

Sat., October 20

The Ash Grove at Richmond Hill

October 26-27, Friday 4 PM to Saturday 4 PM

Digging Deep: excavating generational trauma and resilience

through the healing lenses of faith and hope

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Paula Owens Parker
at 9:00 a.m. REGISTER SOON - either by filling out the brochure or
for to sweep the registering at the Ashland Presbyterian Church website. Dr.
Lord’s house clean — | Parker is a popular Speaker, and overnight rooms are fill-

inside and out!

ing up quickly!




